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city is crowded with refugees and the dead and injured num-
ber several hundreds.
The activity of the Italian Army on the French frontier fails
to develop into a major offensive. The Italian air force raids
several air bases in southern France. It also bombs Malta for
the twentieth time, as well as two Egyptian ports near Libya.
The British report four Italian submarines sunk and two bases
in Italian East Africa raided. Raids of this sort will from now
on be of almost daily occurrence.
Soviet troops occupy Latvia and Estonia.
JUNE 17
Marshal Petain broadcasts a statement in title morning
announcing that he has assumed direction of the Government
and declaring that France no longer has the military power
to continue the war "against an enemy superior in numbers
and in arms." He says: "It is with a heavy heart I say we
must cease the fight. I have applied to our opponent to ask
him if he is ready to sign with us, as between soldiers after the
fight and in honor, means to put an end to hostilities."
At 4:30 P.M. Berlin announces that Chancellor Hitler and
Premier Mussolini will at once meet in Munich to discuss what
terms to offer France, the strategy of the war against Britain,
and policies in the Balkans. In the evening Mussolini sets out,
accompanied by Count Ciano. The Berlin radio also makes
plain that the French request for negotiations is not a capitu-
lation nor even a formal plea for an armistice; Marshal
Plain's order to cease fire does not portend that an armistice